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JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE

1610-1669

SOUTHERN FRANCE 



BORN IN CARCASSONNE 



BORN 

OCTOBER 6, 1610.



HIS FAMILY 

HIS PARENTS WERE 

JEAN MÉDAILLE AND PHELIPPE D’ESTEVERIL.

JEAN-PIERRE WAS THE ELDEST OF THREE SONS.

JEAN-PIERRE

JEAN-PAUL

JEAN 



HIS BAPTISM  

OCTOBER 10, 1610 

CATHEDRAL SAINT-MICHEL 



BAPTISMAL FONT 



HIS HOME 



HIS BOYHOOD  

ENVIRONMENT  

THE POPULATION

about 10,000 

A small but busy 

manufacturing town 

specializing in textiles. 



JESUIT COLLEGE IN CARCASSONNE

THE COLLEGE OPENS 

IN 1623.

THAT SAME YEAR 

JEAN-PIERRE 

STARTS STUDIES HERE.  

HE IS 13 YEARS OLD. 





AGE 16

Jean-Pierre

enters the Jesuit 

seminary.  



Leaving 

home … 



NOVITIATE 

JEAN-PIERRE 

IS 

16 YEARS OLD.





1534
THE JESUIT ORDER 

WAS FOUNDED BY ST. 

IGNATIUS IN PARIS. 

WHEN MÉDAILLE 

BECAME A JESUIT, 

THERE WERE:   

• 13,112 MEMBERS 

• 372 COLLEGES  

• 123 RESIDENCES





ARCHIVES 



1626

That year 

there were 25 

first year 

novices. 





PROFESSION OF SIMPLE VOWS 

SEPTEMBER 16, 1628

IN TOULOUSE 



1628

FIRST 

PROFESSION 

OF VOWS 

POVERTY

CHASTITY

OBEDIENCE



HIS SEMINARY STUDIES 

1626-1633 





INTELLECTUAL 

QUALITIES

-Excellent

-Remarkable

-Penetrating

-Sublime

-Wise 

-Above average

-Superior in 

philosophy and 

especially in theology. 



1633: MOVED BACK TO HIS HOMETOWN                  

CARCASSSONNE



A TEACHER 

TO 

THE YOUNG 

STUDENTS AT THE 

JESUIT COLLEGE 

1633-1635 



1635-1637

BACK TO 

TOULOUSE

TWO YEARS OF 

THEOLOGY

25 YEARS OLD 



ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD  

1637

TOULOUSE

Jean-Pierre is 27 years old. 



From his ordination 

prayer…

“EFFECT IN ME 

A MIRACLE OF 

LOVE.”

- J.P. Médaille



1ST ASSIGNMENT: AURILLAC 



1637-1642

IN-HOUSE 

APPOINTMENT

AT 

THE JESUIT 

COLLEGE 



1642 

Jesuit College 

in preparation 

for solemn vows 



A TIME OF 

RENEWAL

AND 

DEEPENING 

COMMITMENT  



FINAL 

PROFESSION 

POVERTY

CHASTITY

OBEDIENCE

4TH VOW: 

OBEDIENCE TO 

THE POPE 

REGARDING THEIR 

MISSION 



MISSIONED TO JESUIT COLLEGE

1643 -1649 

SAINT FLOUR 



In AUTUMN 1643 

the Jesuits opened a new 

COLLEGE AT SAINT FLOUR.

Fr. Médaille was missioned 

to this college 

during the years 

1643-1649.



In the triennial reports

during his years in Saint-Flour: 

Father Médaille is said to have:  

• a balanced temperament

• a great talent for instructing and 

directing souls.

• in administrative work, he is 

capable, competent, natural flair 

for human relations.

• remarkably good judgment, tact, 

apostolic sensibility! 
-



HIS PASTORAL WORK 

1646 - 1651   

AROUND SOUTH-CENTRAL FRANCE 



VISITS LE PUY…

• PARISH MISSIONS 

• SPIRITUAL 

DIRECTION

• CONFESSOR

FR. MÉDAILLE IS  ON THE ROAD NOW … 



THE JESUIT 

RESIDENCE 

AND 

CHURCH

IN LE PUY.



L’EGLISE DU 

COLLEGE  

Church opened with its 

first Mass on

December 24, 1618.



AROUND 1646… IN LE PUY

Father Médaille met with some women who had a desire to consecrate their lives 

to God and serve their dear neighbours “outside the cloister”.



The Spirit is doing something new … 

Illumination by 

Mary Southard, CSJ



Religious life 

for women up 

until now had to 

be 

 Cloistered

 Monastic

 Canonical 



FOUNDER OF THE 

SISTERS OF ST. 

JOSEPH 

OCTOBER 15, 1650 



BISHOP DE MAUPAS

We can suppose that Father 

Médaille met with the Bishop 

many times before the official 

recognition of  the Sisters of  St. 

Joseph was made public. 



FIRST SIX 

SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

Francoise Eyraud

Clauda Chastel

Marguerite Burdier

Anna Chaleyer

Anna Vey

Anna Brun
OCTOBER 15, 1650



CATHEDRAL OF LE PUY 

AN-EXTRA-ORDINARY 

CALLING 

FOR JEAN-PIERRE 

MÉDAILLE, S.J. 

God’s instrument 

for the church, 

the sisters, 

and the world! 



NOTRE DAME 

CATHEDRAL 

IN 

LE PUY



BLACK MADONNA 

IN THE SANCTUARY OF 

NOTRE DAME 

CATHEDRAL 



THE FIRST KITCHEN

OF 

THE SISTERS OF ST. JOSEPH

IN LE PUY, FRANCE.



LE PUY, FRANCE

They went out daily in pairs 

to serve the needs of  their 

dear neighbours.

CIRCLE THE CITY WITH LOVE! 



LE PUY

ALONG THE 

STREETS 

where it all began … 



CHAPEL OF ST-MICHEL 

d’Aiguilhe Le Puy-en-Velay



FATHER MÉDAILLE

LIVED HIS OWN 

MAXIM

“Continue the good works

you have begun until near

their completion, and then,

if you can do so, let them be

finished by somebody else

who will have the credit for

them in the eyes of others.

Then you will have greater

glory in heaven.”

(M.P. 3:15)

Father 

Médaille is 

asked to leave 

Le Puy and 

move on … 



Aurillac

1651

MISSIONED 

BACK 

TO 

AURILLAC



1651

Father Médaille is 

moved back to 

Aurillac, further 

away from Le Puy. 

. 167 km



AURILLAC

Jesuit College

AT AURILLAC

FATHER MÉDAILLE

IS 

IN-RESIDENCE. 

He is the 

Assistant Superior 

of  the College.  



HIS MISSIONARY WORK 

1654 - 1669   (FIFTEEN YEARS) 

AROUND SOUTH-CENTRAL FRANCE 



FORMER  HOUSE OF THE JESUITS

AT MONTFERRAND

October 1654 

Fr. Médaille is transferred to

the College of Montferrand.

He was aged 44 at this

time. He had a great gift for

missionary work.

His superiors said 

“He was a born missionary.”

This was the time when 

rural missions were at their 

peak for the Jesuits. Fr. 

Médaille was a great 

mission preacher.



MAXIMS OF PERFECTION 

WRITTEN BY JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE, S.J. 

1657



HE WROTE THE 

MAXIMS OF 

PERFECTION 

128 wisdom sayings!



MAXIM OF PERFECTION  

Have only one desire

throughout your life:

to be, 

and to become, 

what God wants you to be

in nature, in grace, 

and in glory,

for time and eternity. 

M.P. 10:6



MAXIM OF PERFECTION  

Never go ahead of  grace

through imprudent eagerness

but await its moment in peace,

and when it comes to  you, 

follow it with great gentleness and courage.

Once you have obeyed,

take care lest complacency rob you

of  the fruit of  your obedience. 

M.P. 6:9 



MAXIM OF PERFECTION  

Anyone who knows how

to let God act in and through 

him/her

without too much interference

on his/her part,

does many things in a short time

and never loses peace of  heart.

M.P. 7:5 



1660

THE EUCHARISTIC LETTER 

FATHER MÉDAILLE RECEIVED A DIVINE REVELATION 

CONCERNING THE ‘LITTLE DESIGN’ 



THE ONLY COPY 

EVER FOUND

IS IN THE 

ARCHIVES

OF THE SISTERS 

OF ST. JOSEPH

IN LYON, FRANCE.

1660



THE EUCHARISTIC LETTER 

WAS NOT CIRCULATED 

MUCH AMONG 

THE SISTERS 

IN THE 17TH CENTURY.



MOUNTAINS OF AUVERGNE

After his long and 

arduous years, 

travelling the 

mountainous 

region, in both good 

and bad weather,

his health, which 

was never good, 

began to show 

signs of weakness.



In Autumn 1669 

Fr. Médaille’s 

health was failing 

and he  was 

relieved of his 

work on the 

missions.  

He was sent to the 

Jesuits retirement 

home in Billom.



He had always travelled

on foot or on horseback.



In winter, 

the climate was 

harsh.

All this took its toll 

on his health.



1669

Billom

This “traveller on the 

road of  God’s glory” 

moved into the Jesuits’ 

Retirement Home. 



BILLOM 

where 

Fr. Médaille

spent his

last days.



OCTOBER, 1669

ENTRANCE 

TO  THE 

JESUIT HOUSE 

AT BILLOM.





The Jesuit House 

at Billom.  

Father Médaille is 

listed as being a 

confessor.



ARCHIVE ENTRY 



HE SPENT 

ONLY

THREE MONTHS

IN FEEBLE  

HEALTH 

HERE 

IN BILLOM.



He died December  30, 1669



He was 59 years old.



Carcassonne

Toulouse

1610

Billom

1669

Aurillac

Saint-Flour

Le Puy

Clermont

Montferrand

JEAN-PIERRE 

MÉDAILLE S.J. 

HAD BEEN 

A JESUIT 

FOR 43 YEARS. 



OBITUARY

of  

JEAN-PIERRE 

MÉDAILLE, S.J

DECEMBER 30, 1669 



He spent the greater part of  his life 

in the missions of  the Province, 

renowned for his zeal and his sanctity. 

EVERYWHERE HE WAS CALLED 

“SAINT AND APOSTLE”. 

He was loved by rich and poor and by the

Bishops of  the diocese where he worked.

THANKS BE TO GOD.  



His BURIAL PLACE is 

not known, though it is 

believed he may have 

been buried under the 

ancient chapel – we see 

the entrance to this 

chapel in the photo.

Others believe he may 

have been buried in the 

College garden, where 

many of the Fathers were 

buried.



In many ways Fr. Médaille could 

have faded into obscurity

at the end of his life.

Yet, after more than 350 years, 

he is remembered by thousands of 

people around the world. 

Sisters, Associates, Little Design 

Communities and Friends 

of the St Joseph Family are proud 

of this great man, who has passed 

on to us such a rich spiritual  

heritage. 



IN 2019…

THERE ARE 8,OOO 

SISTERS 

OF ST. JOSEPH 

LIVING 

IN 53 DIFFERENT 

COUNTRIES. 

10th Anniversary Logo by Mary Southard, CSJ 



Thanks be to God

for the gift of 

Father Medaille’s 

life and legacy. 


