
WORDS FOR LIFE 
A SPIRITUALITY SERIES INSPIRED BY

JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE, S.J.

HIS WRITINGS AND EXPERIENCES 



John Brooks, publisher 

OTTAWA, CANADA. 



ROSEMARY OõTOOLE, CSJ
Sister of  St. Joseph in Canada  



BOOK ONE 

Å BIOGRAPHY OF JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE

Å THE CHURCH & WORLD OF SEVENTEETH CENTURY FRANCE 

Å HIS VISION OF A SPIRITUAL REVITALIZATION

Å A ôSPIRITUAL FATHERõ 

Å AUTHOR OF 128 MAXIMS OF PERFECTION



LIFE OF JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE

1610-1669

SOUTHERN FRANCE 



BORN IN CARCASSONNE 



JEAN-PIERRE MÉDAILLE

BORN 

OCTOBER 6, 1610.



HIS FAMILY 

HIS PARENTS WERE 

JEAN M£DAILLE AND PHELIPPE DõESTEVERIL.

JEAN-PIERRE WAS THE ELDEST OF THREE SONS.

JEAN-PIERRE

JEAN-PAUL

JEAN 



HIS BAPTISM  

OCTOBER 10, 1610 

CATHEDRAL SAINT-MICHEL 



BAPTISMAL FONT 





HIS HOME 







The lower city

Jean-Pierre Médaille lived

in the lower city                                

of Carcassonne 



HIS BOYHOOD  

ENVIRONMENT  

THE POPULATION

about 10,000 

A small but busy 

manufacturing town 

specializing in textiles. 



JESUIT COLLEGE IN CARCASSONNE

THE COLLEGE OPENS 

IN 1623.

THAT SAME YEAR 

JEAN-PIERRE 

STARTS STUDIES HERE.  

HE IS 13 YEARS OLD. 





AGE 16

Jean-Pierre

enters the Jesuit 

seminary.  



Leaving home é 



NOVITIATE 

JEAN-PIERRE 

IS 

16 YEARS OLD.





1534
THE JESUIT ORDER 

WAS FOUNDED BY ST. 

IGNATIUS IN PARIS. 

×WHEN MÉDAILLE 

BECAME A JESUIT, 

THERE WERE:   

Å13,112 MEMBERS 

Å372 COLLEGES  

Å123 RESIDENCES





ARCHIVES 



1626

That year there 

were 25 first year 

novices. 





25



PROFESSION OF SIMPLE VOWS 

SEPTEMBER 16, 1628

IN TOULOUSE 



1628

FIRST 

PROFESSION 

OF VOWS 

POVERTY

CHASTITY

OBEDIENCE



HIS SEMINARY STUDIES 

1626-1633 





INTELLECTUAL 

QUALITIES

-Excellent

-Remarkable

-Penetrating

-Sublime

-Wise 

-Above average

-Superior in 

philosophy and 

especially in theology. 





1633: MOVED BACK TO HIS HOMETOWN                  

CARCASSSONNE



A TEACHER 

TO 

THE YOUNG 

STUDENTS AT THE 

JESUIT COLLEGE 

1633-1635 



1635-1637

BACK TO 

TOULOUSE

TWO YEARS OF 

THEOLOGY

25 YEARS OLD 



ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD  

1637

TOULOUSE
27 years old. 



From his ordination 

prayeré

òEFFECT IN ME 

A MIRACLE OF 

LOVE.ó

- J.P. Médaille



1ST ASSIGNMENT: AURILLAC 



1637-1642

IN -HOUSE 

APPOINTMENT

AT 

THE JESUIT 

COLLEGE 



1642 

Jesuit College 

in preparation 

for solemn vows 



A TIME OF 

RENEWAL 



A TIME 

OF DEEPENING

COMMITMENT  



NOËL CHABANEL (1613-1649)

Martyred: Sainte-Marie among the 

Hurons, Midland, Ontario, Canada.

Noël was in the same Tertianship

year as Jean-Pierre. At twenty-eight,

he was a successful professor and

humanist in France. He had a strong

desire to come to the Canadian

Missions.



FINAL 

PROFESSION 

POVERTY

CHASTITY

OBEDIENCE

4TH VOW: 

OBEDIENCE TO 

THE POPE 

REGARDING THEIR 

MISSION 



MISSIONED TO JESUIT COLLEGE

1643 -1649 

SAINT FLOUR 



In AUTUMN 1643 

the Jesuits opened a new 

COLLEGE AT SAINT FLOUR.

Fr. Médaille was missioned 

to this college 

during the years 

1643-1649.



In the triennial reports

during his years in Saint-Flour: 

Father Médaille is said to have:  

Å a balanced temperament

Å a great talent for instructing and 

directing souls.

Å in administrative work, he is 

capable, competent, natural flair 

for human relations.

Å remarkably good judgment, tact, 

apostolic sensibility! 
-



HIS PASTORAL WORK 

1646 - 1651   

AROUND SOUTH -CENTRAL FRANCE 



VISITS LE PUYé

Å PARISH MISSIONS 

Å SPIRITUAL 

DIRECTION

Å CONFESSOR

FR. M£DAILLE IS  ON THE ROAD NOW é 



THE JESUIT 

RESIDENCE 

AND 

CHURCH

IN LE PUY.



LõEGLISE DU 

COLLEGE  

Church opened with its 

first Mass on

December 24, 1618.



AROUND 1646é IN LE PUY

Father Médaille met with some women who had a desire to consecrate their lives 

to God and serve their dear neighbours òoutside the cloisteró.



LETTERS 

1647

reveal some fears 

and suspicions 

among the Jesuits 

as to what 

is going on with 

òthese groupings 

of womenó

Fr. Médaille is 

working with. 



The Spirit is doing something new é 

Illumination by 

Mary Southard, CSJ



Religious life for 

women up until now 

had to be 

VCloistered

VMonastic

VCanonical 


